Anthaxia (Anthaxia) madridensis, sp. nov. from central Spain is described, illustrated and compared with the most similar species. The bionomy and the history of the discovery of the new species is briefly discussed.
Introduction
About 10 years ago, the senior author obtained for the determination a strange specimen of Anthaxia Eschscholtz, 1829 from Spain which was collected by Teresa Jover (CIBIO) near Madrid. The specimen was found in a flight interception trap placed in an ash forest (Fraxinus angustifolia Vahl (Oleaceae)). After having compared this specimen with the type specimens of the recently described A. (A.) chaerodrys Szallies, 2001 from southern Turkey and according to the characters given in the description (Szallies, 2001) it seemed that the specimen was identical with the Turkish species, although slightly differring from it in colouration. Based on this determination, the species was published as a new species for Europe (Arnáiz & Bercedo, 2007a , 2007b ) and its bionomy was described in detail in the same year by de la Rosa (2007) .
In the course of the last 6 years much material of this species was reared by various collectors from the host plant. As a result of studying this material (circa 200 specimens from 3 provinces in Central Spain) and after having studied the holotype and many paratypes of A. (A.) chaerodrys the authors independently changed their opinion and evaluated this species as a new one, closely related and very similar to A. (A.) chaerodrys.
Material and methods
A Canon D-550 digital camera with the Canon MP-E65 mm f/2.8 1-5× macro lens was used to capture the colour images of adult beetles.
Data from locality labels are cited "verbatim" with our comments in [square brackets], individual labels are indicated by a double slash ("//").
The pronotal length was measured at the middle, the width across the widest part (usually the anterior fifth); the elytral length was measured along the elytral suture (incl. scutellum) to the tips of elytra, elytral width was measured across humeri (incl. humeral swellings which in some cases project beyond the elytral outline).
The 
